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2009 CHAPTER NC-E2 

Officers and Staff 

 

 
Chapter Directors:      Lee & Sandy Fortier 

252-426-1878 

 

Asst. Chapter Directors, pending 

  Larry & Virginia Hughes 

                  252-338-2348 

 

Rider Educator                               Pending 

 

Treasurer & Goodies:          Wanda Squires 

 

Correspondence Sec.               Lil Brennan 

 

Technical Advisor:                     Bill Aydlett 

 

2009 Couple of the Year: 

                                  Billie & Ron Johnson 

 

50/50 Coordinator:         Bernie Ausherman 

 

Activities Coordinators: 

                        Harriet  & Malcolm Marquit 

 

Newsletter Editor & Webmaster:  Pat Boyce 

                phboyce55@yahoo.com               

 

Eastern Asst. District Directors: 

                                 Dean & Terry Lanning   

 

NC District Directors:   Dennis & Kathy Hull 

 

Region N Directors:  Frank & Kathy  Albert 

 

Executive Director                  Melissa Eason 

We meet on the fourth (4th) Thurs-

day of each month at 

Golden Corral  

406 Halstead Blvd.  

 Elizabeth City, NC. 

 

We eat at 6:30 & meet at 7:30. 

Come Join Us and the Fun! 
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Print Version 

    “Behind the Windshield”, by Lee Fortier 

        Our January Social was well attended, with almost all the available 
seating being used.  But what made January so special was that we saw 
some faces that we hadn’t seen in quite some time, and we also saw 
some new, first-time faces.  It looks like the information pipeline be-
tween Turner’s Honda and River City Wings is working well, and we are 
making personal contact with every new rider we learn about.  In addi-
tion, our new Asst. Chapter Directors Virginia & Larry Hughes, who 
have also volunteered to be our Membership Enhancement Coordina-
tors, have been contacting all of our former members or those members 
who have missed the last 3 or 4 meetings and checking to make sure 
that they are doing OK, and to invite them to come back to the party 
and attend a ride or a social with us.  A special thanks to Larry & Vir-
ginia for their work, and also special thanks to our previously absent 

members who have decided to rejoin us.  “It’s nice to have you back!” 

      In fact, we were expecting several other first-time riders to attend in 
January and darned if one of them (Dr Askew) didn’t actually call the 
Golden Corral and get me on their phone to tell me that he had been 
unexpectedly called out of town, but that he would be at the Feb social 
for sure.  Another couple e-mailed me the day after our social and ex-
pressed regret that they hadn’t been able to attend, but also planned on 
attending in February.   

     So between the efforts of Larry & Virginia; Pat Boyce who actually 
chases down Gold Wing riders she sees on the road and invites them to 
a meeting; and the gang at Turner’s who are feeding us information 
about new Wingers on the road, I am very optimistic and enthusiastic 
that we will see our membership numbers growing this year.  So let’s all 
take up the challenge and encourage the new riders that we meet to at-
tend a River City Wings Social.  Recruiting new members is something 
that we can all do; so if you get the chance, extend an invitation to the 

social or to a ride.  And let’s not forget… always be safe out there.  Lee 

It certainly doesn’t feel like a month has passed 
since the Jacksonville, NC New Year’s Day “Resolution 
Day Ride”… hereinafter to be known as the “Very 
Windy & Very Cold” ride.  Time does truly fly, espe-
cially when you are having fun … and I do think we 
are having fun.   
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RIDER EDUCATION RAMBLINGS  

By Lee Fortier,  Master Tour Rider 

At our January 2009 Social meeting, at the conclusion of the Chapter Educator ses-
sion, an open forum discussion ensued related to rider education and safety.  Long-time E2 
member Richard Gaucher suggested that it might be interesting and informative if each 
month a rider or co-rider could share and talk about one of their personal motorcycle experi-
ences that everyone could learn from.  These experiences would initially be of the “Oh S**t!” 
variety; dangerous not to be repeated actions; situations that put us in peril; or things that you 
hope you will never have to experience again.  Yes, we can learn from the mistakes of others 
– and we should. 

Thinking to myself as Richard was offering his suggestion, I had several real-time 
flashbacks that made me suddenly realize how lucky I had been that I (we) hadn’t been hurt 
on the bike because of my doing something I shouldn’t have done (read: dumb!).  I’m willing 
to bet that most of us can relate at least one story that the rest of us can learn from.  Now, the 
trick is to get you to step forward and share that experience with the rest of us.  Can you think 
about that??   Can you remember a less than stellar motorcycle moment??  Want to perhaps 
prevent one of us from making the same mistake?? 

Building on the original idea, it was suggested that some of these stories might even 
be noteworthy enough to be a Rider Educator article for our monthly River City Wings News-
letter.  How cool would that be?  Our Newsletter is distributed to all the other N.C. Chapters, 
the Region-N staff and many others, so more riders than just those in our Chapter could pos-
sibly benefit from your experience.  So, if you have a story to share that could possibly pre-
vent a rider from making the same mistake that you did, why not write it up and submit it to 
our Newsletter Editor, Ms. Pat Boyce at phboyce55@yahoo.com.   Having your article appear 
in the Newsletter pretty much insures that you will get to discuss your story at a monthly so-
cial.  Two-for-one! 

Our February social will be the kickoff for our new monthly “story-sharing campaign”.  
If you have a story that you would like to share, please let me know brief details at doceduca-
tion@mchsi.com and we will schedule you on the agenda. 

Special thanks go out to Richard Gaucher for his innovative, information-sharing sug-
gestion; an idea that could very well become a fixed enhancement to our chapter’s rider edu-
cation program. 

Let’s keep those great ideas coming in…. 
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Larry and Virginia Hughes, ACD 

 

            We’re back…..And glad to be the Assistant Chapter Directors for River City Wings. While we were 

still active with GWRRA, we have missed being a part of this exceptional chapter and spending time with all 

the friends we have made by being associated with GWRRA. We returned to the chapter last year thinking 

that all we wanted to do was come to the meetings. We quickly came to the realization that we were only go-

ing to get out of the chapter what we were willing to put in and that just attending the meetings, while enjoy-

able, wasn’t doing it for us.  

 

We spoke with Lee and expressed our interest in participating in the chapter as Assistant Chapter Directors 

and the support we have received from him and the other members of the staff assured us that we were doing 

the right thing. We hope the membership of River City Wings will also support our efforts. We are so excited 

about our chapter and are anxious to do our best to help River City Wings fulfill the mission of GWRRA, 

“Friends for Fun, Safety and Knowledge”.  

Larry & Virginia Hughes  

Assistant Chapter Directors 

River City Wings 

NC-E2 
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THE NC-E2 CHAPTER EDUCATORS – A Historical Perspective 

By Lee Fortier (Ch. Educator ’05-’06, ’09) 

       While we are waiting for Malcolm and Harriet Marquit’s Chapter Educator appoint-
ment paperwork to be processed and approved at the Chapter and District levels, I 
thought it would be fun to go back to the beginning of our Chapter’s history and recognize 
those who have served previously as our Chapter Educators.  Each previous educator has 
advanced our (safety) program during their tenure, provided us with safety-related infor-
mation, and managed our Rider Education Levels Program.  These are the big shoes that 
the Marquit’s will have to fill, but they are highly qualified, very motivated, and most im-
portantly, ready to serve!   

       Our initial Chapter Educators were Nathan & Rhonda Owens (’03-’04).  For their ex-
ceptional efforts, they were selected as the N.C. Educators of the Year for 2004 (#1 of 40+ 
N.C. Educators).  They were then promoted to serve as the N.C. District Educators (’04-
’06), receiving a GWRRA National Merit Award for their efforts as Educators, Leadership 
Trainers, and GWRRA Seminar Presenters.   

      Our next E2 Chapter Educators were Lee & Sandy Fortier (’05-’06).  They were se-
lected as the N.C. Educators of the Year for 2006.  Lee remains currently certified as a 
GWRRA Leadership Trainer and Seminar presenter, and MSF Motorcycle Instructor (Rider 
Coach). 

       Next, Pat & M.C. Boyce served as our Chapter Educators for 2007.  Of particular 
note is the fact that they were able to perform this duty in addition to their ongoing and 
challenging Chapter Director duties.  For 2008, David Squires served as our Educator, 
sharing articles and his own personal riding experiences to advance our safety.  (David=1, 
the Deer=0) 

       And now, Malcolm and Harriet Marquit have volunteered to become NC-E2’s fifth 
Chapter Educators.  Malcolm has ridden over 200,000 miles on a motorcycle, many of 
those with his co-rider Harriet on board.  And so, with that extensive experience base, 
they will both be able to share a wealth of stories and personal experiences that will help 
make us better and safer riders.  At press time, Malcolm and Harriet’s paperwork is still 
working its way through the GWRRA appointment process.  So in the interim, Lee & 
Sandy Fortier are “filling in” until Malcolm and Harriet can be presented their Rider Edu-
cator Vest Patches by the N.C. District Educator.  

            “Let’s be safe out there!”    

  Lee Fortier, Level-IV Master Tour Rider           
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2009 Activity Calendar and Events 

  February 28     Smithfield C-2 Chili Cook Off 

  March  7          Chapter X, Spaghetti Lunch, Hot Wheels               

  March 21         Chapter H2, Swap Meet, Mebane 

  March 28         Chapter Y2– Poker Run, Monroe 

  April 17-18       Down East Rally 

  April 19            VA-L Post Tax Day Poker Run 

  April 26           Chapter E-2 Poker Run 

  May 2             Depart for Cary 

  May 3             Triangle Ride for Kids, Cary 

February Celebrations 

Birthdays 

Jerry Cartwright, February 17 

George Wilmore, February 22 

Shirley Chappell, February 27 

Anniversaries 

Pat & MC Boyce, February 22 

 

        We will also be contacting members who do not 

show up for three meetings in a row to check on them 

and inquire if they are alright or if they are having any 

difficulty with the chapter. While it is not our intent to 

pressure people to attend meetings, we want to make 

sure that any problems there may be are addressed in a 

timely manner and that the chapter continues to bene-

fit from the input of all our members. 

 

         We hope the chapter will support us in this posi-

tion and we look forward to working with all of you. 

 

Larry & Virginia Hughes 

Membership Enhancement Coordinators 
 

            We are glad to be serving as Membership 

Enhancement Coordinators for River City Wings. 

We have been involved, to various degrees, in this 

chapter since it was a twinkle is the eye of Jay 

Cuthrell and he recruited Frank Albert to take on the 

formation of an Elizabeth City Goldwing chapter. It 

had been tried once before in the distant past but it 

fell to the wayside and disbanded. River City Wings 

took off like a whirlwind and became known 

throughout the district and region as a chapter to be 

recognized for our dedication and willingness to 

work hard for the things that were important to our 

chapter, our charities and GWRRA. Many people 

have come and gone over the years and the chapter 

has continued to grow and be successful. 

 

            With our interest in this position, we have 

started with calling past members who have stopped 

being active in our chapter and inviting them back. 

Some of these people are charter members and are a 

big reason for the early success of our chapter. We 

feel they could be a great asset again and more im-

portantly, we miss seeing them. Hopefully, they will 

return. They all seemed glad that we contacted them 

and let them know that we were thinking about 

them. Eddie Williams, Richard and Carmen 

Gaucher and Robert and Cathy Morton were past 

participants that returned for the January meeting 

and it was great to see them again. Hopefully we 

will see more return next month. 

 

            This month we will be contacting new Gold-

wing owners and GWRRA members as we become 

aware of them and trying to recruit new members 

from friends and acquaintances. Four potentials 

were Lauren Mallory (wife of Keith), Judy Alphin 

(wife of Robert), Milford Creecy and Isaac Respass 

who all attended their first meeting in January. We 

had a drawing for first time attendees and Isaac won 

a free buffet dinner, courtesy of out chapter. They 

liked what they saw and plan on participating with 

our chapter and we welcome them.            
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National News 

   NC District News 

 Just wanted to call to your attention that the 
Wings Over the Smokies Logo Contest Dead-
line is April 15th.  

    We would like to remind you that we have 
a Video on the front page of the NC District 
website to help any member that is interested 
in the contest.   

   The video will provide members with a 
look of all the past 25 years of the logos and 
may help give some members some ideas for 
the logo contest. 

Hope this helps and Good Luck to all   

Bernie & Dottie Motley 
Chapter NC-A2 Newsletter Editors 
NC District Newsletter Editors 

Win an Outer Banks Weekend !!!! 

Sun Realty has once again donated a weekend at the 

Outer Banks in one of their lovely rental homes overlooking 

the Atlantic Ocean or the Roanoke Sound.  A $5.00 dona-

tion to the Pediatric Brain Tumor Foundation® gives you 

the chance to have a relaxing weekend of fun, fishing, 

friends and food.  Tickets are available from Chapter mem-

bers and will also be available at our Poker Run on April 26, 

when the winning ticket will be drawn.  Visit the website be-

low and envision yourself in any one of their listed homes.  

Dates offered are from October 1, 2009 thru May 1, 2010.   

www.sunrealtync.co
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Upcoming Event at Smithfield 
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